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who had come to crown him! He still exercised
over his victim a sort of fascination, an irresistible
charm; so the old man became embarrassed and
troubled at the thought, of being alone with this ter-
rible charmer. He feared to be drawn into conces-
sions which he should later repent, and which would
wring his conscience.

For liis part, the Emperor was determined to
employ all the means of action, intimidation, and
seduction of which he, possessed the secret. The
conference was put off till the next day, January 20.
It took place between Napoleon and Pius VII.,
who shut themselves up alone, and lasted not less
than five days, "It is evident," said the Abb<s de
Pradt, "that the Emperor wishful to put an end to
the business by a sudden and unexpected step, ami
that lie trusted to the effect that his presence, a direct
discussion, and his personal skill, would produce on
the Pope* He was then at the height of his fame,
and no one had any suspicion of the Island of Elba,
still less of Saint Helena*" Napoleon finally subju-
gated his antagonist and brought him to the point he
wanted. The Concordat of Foatainebleau contained
eleven articles, and might las regarded as an implicit
renunciation by the papacy of the temporal power of
the Popes. The first article stated that His Holiness
would fulfil the duties of the pontificate in France,
and in the kingdom of Italy, in the same way and
with tha same forms as his predecessors, Residence
in Paris was not imposed upon the Holy Father, but